
The Image of The Divine Mercy
IN 1931, OUR LORD APPEARED TO ST. FAUSTINA IN A VISION.
SHE SAW JESUS CLOTHED IN A WHITE GARMENT WITH HIS
RIGHT HAND RAISED IN BLESSING. HIS LEFT HAND WAS
TOUCHING HIS GARMENT IN THE AREA OF THE HEART, FROM
WHERE TWO LARGE RAYS CAME FORTH, ONE RED AND THE
OTHER PALE. SHE GAZED INTENTLY AT THE LORD IN
SILENCE, HER SOUL FILLED WITH AWE, BUT ALSO WITH
GREAT JOY. JESUS SAID TO HER: 

PAINT AN IMAGE ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN YOU SEE,
WITH THE SIGNATURE: JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU. I PROMISE
THAT THE SOUL THAT WILL VENERATE THIS IMAGE WILL
NOT PERISH. I ALSO PROMISE VICTORY OVER [ITS] ENEMIES
ALREADY HERE ON EARTH, ESPECIALLY AT THE HOUR OF
DEATH. I MYSELF WILL DEFEND IT AS MY OWN GLORY
(DIARY, 47, 48). I AM OFFERING PEOPLE A VESSEL WITH
WHICH THEY ARE TO KEEP COMING FOR GRACES TO THE
FOUNTAIN OF MERCY. THAT VESSEL IS THIS IMAGE WITH
THE SIGNATURE: JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU (327). I DESIRE THAT
THIS IMAGE BE VENERATED, FIRST IN YOUR CHAPEL, AND
[THEN] THROUGHOUT THE WORLD (47). 
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AT THE REQUEST OF HER SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR, ST. FAUSTINA ASKED THE LORD ABOUT THE MEANING
OF THE RAYS IN THE IMAGE. SHE HEARD THESE WORDS IN REPLY: 

THE TWO RAYS DENOTE BLOOD AND WATER. THE PALE RAY STANDS FOR THE WATER WHICH MAKES
SOULS RIGHTEOUS. THE RED RAY STANDS FOR THE BLOOD WHICH IS THE LIFE OF SOULS. THESE TWO
RAYS ISSUED FORTH FROM THE DEPTHS OF MY TENDER MERCY WHEN MY AGONIZED HEART WAS
OPENED BY A LANCE ON THE CROSS. HAPPY IS THE ONE WHO WILL DWELL IN THEIR SHELTER, FOR
THE JUST HAND OF GOD SHALL NOT LAY HOLD OF HIM (299). BY MEANS OF THIS IMAGE I SHALL GRANT
MANY GRACES TO SOULS. IT IS TO BE A REMINDER OF THE DEMANDS OF MY MERCY, BECAUSE EVEN
THE STRONGEST FAITH IS OF NO AVAIL WITHOUT WORKS (742). 

THESE WORDS INDICATE THAT THE IMAGE REPRESENTS THE GRACES OF DIVINE MERCY POURED OUT
UPON THE WORLD, ESPECIALLY THROUGH BAPTISM AND THE EUCHARIST. 

MANY DIFFERENT VERSIONS OF THIS IMAGE HAVE BEEN PAINTED, BUT OUR LORD MADE IT CLEAR
THAT THE PAINTING ITSELF IS NOT WHAT IS IMPORTANT. WHEN ST. FAUSTINA FIRST SAW THE
ORIGINAL IMAGE THAT WAS BEING PAINTED UNDER HER DIRECTION, SHE WEPT IN DISAPPOINTMENT
AND COMPLAINED TO JESUS: "WHO WILL PAINT YOU AS BEAUTIFUL AS YOU ARE?" (313). 

IN ANSWER, SHE HEARD THESE WORDS: "NOT IN THE BEAUTY OF THE COLOR, NOR OF THE BRUSH LIES
THE GREATNESS OF THIS IMAGE, BUT IN MY GRACE" (313). 

SO, NO MATTER WHICH VERSION OF THE IMAGE WE PREFER, WE CAN BE ASSURED THAT IT IS A
VEHICLE OF GOD’S GRACE IF IT IS REVERED WITH TRUST IN HIS MERCY.


